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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Site Location of Development

38 M.R.S. §§ 481-490-E


PERMIT APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Section 29
Decommissioning Plan

As used in this section, “decommissioning” means the physical removal of all components of a project, including but not limited to wind turbines and associated foundations to a depth of 24 inches; as well as any structures, roads, cabling, electrical components, and any other associated facilities to the extent they are not otherwise in or proposed to be placed into productive use; the grading and re-seeding of all earth disturbed during construction and decommissioning; and restoration of any disturbed wetlands or critical wildlife habitat. The applicant may demonstrate that a particular component or group of components in a project are still in productive use or may propose a productive use for any component or group of components in a project and thereby avoid the need to decommission the particular component or components.

The applicant must provide a plan for decommissioning one or more turbines of the project. The decommissioning plan shall describe the decommissioning process and shall include but is not limited to the following:

A. A description of the trigger for implementing the decommissioning plan. There is a rebuttable presumption that decommissioning is required if no electricity is generated for a continuous period of twelve (12) months from one or more of the turbines. The applicant may rebut the presumption by providing evidence, such as a force majeure event that interrupts the generation of electricity, showing that although one or more turbines have not generated electricity for a continuous period of 12 months, the project has not been abandoned and should not be decommissioned.

B. A description of the anticipated operational life of the wind turbines.

C. A detailed estimate of costs for decommissioning the entire proposed project. The estimate of costs shall include removal and permanent stabilization of generating facilities and associated facilities, including, but not limited to, turbines, turbine foundations, meteorological towers and foundations, buildings, substations, electrical generator lead lines, electrical collector lines, and road infrastructure. This cost estimate shall be updated at least once every five years throughout the life of the project to account for price fluctuations. The cost estimate for decommissioning the entire proposed project shall also be reevaluated after any partial decommissioning of one or more turbines occurs. The estimate of costs shall include but is not limited to the following:

1. Estimated costs for disassembly of project components;

2. Estimated removal costs, including removal, transportation, recycling and disposal costs;

3. Descriptions of any temporary construction measures, such as rewidening and restabilization of access roads for crane access, required as part of the partial or full decommissioning process;

4. Descriptions of any scrap, salvage or resale values included in the analysis, including descriptions of how those values were determined; and

5. Descriptions of project management and other ancillary costs associated with decommissioning.

D. Documentation of financial assurance demonstrating that the decommissioning costs will be fully funded prior to the start of construction. Financial assurance can be demonstrated in the form of a performance bond, surety bond, letter of credit, or other form of financial assurance acceptable to the Department.

E. Evidence of plans for any continued beneficial use of any components of wind energy development. Include specific project components descriptions, including maps or plans of roads to be reused.

Note: The applicant may provide evidence of plans for continued beneficial use of any or all the components of wind energy development. Any changes to the approved decommissioning plan may be approved as a minor amendment to the Department license for wind energy development.
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